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SERIES:


      THE RED SEA RULES

LESSON 9:     
DEVELOPING THE PERSPECTIVE OF PRAISE 
Text: 

   
Colossians 3:1-3; Psalm 119:33-40   [image: image1.jpg]
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Memory Verse— (1)“Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the Lord, and said, ‘I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted; the horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. (2) The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will extol Him.’” Exodus 15:1-2 (NASB)


    10 GOD-GIVEN STRATEGIES FOR DIFFICULT TIMES


   *RULE 1


                           * RULE 6


Realize that God means for


      When unsure, just take the

            you to be where you are. (Exo. 14:1-2)
      next logical step by faith. (Exo. 14:15-18)


   *RULE 2



                *RULE 7
           Be more concerned for God’s glory

       Envision God’s enveloping presence.

           than your relief. (Exo. 14:3-4)   

       (Exo. 14:19-20) 
 



    


 * RULE 3




     *RULE 8     

Acknowledge your enemy, but

        Trust God to deliver you

            keep your eyes on the Lord. (Exo. 14:5-9)
        in His own unique way. (Exo. 14:21-22)


  *RULE 4




    *RULE 9

            Pray! (Exo. 14:10-12) 

                    View your current crisis as a faith







         builder for the future. (Exo. 14:30-31)


  *RULE 5




    *RULE 10


Stay calm and confident,


         Don’t forget to praise Him!

            and give God time to work. (Exo. 14:13-14)        (Exo. 15:1-2)
SERIES: 



THE RED SEA RULES
LESSON 9:

DEVELOPING THE PERSPECTIVE OF PRAISE

Text: 


Exodus 15:1-2; Colossians 3:1-3; Psalm 119:33-40
Introduction:
As we come to the close of our series, it’s interesting to see how the preceding or the first nine Red Sea Rules lead up to and culminate with the need to remember to Praise God.  Why do you think that is?  Because in order to adequately glorify God we all must use our whole person to become an instrument of praise to Him.  The author of TRSR mentions a quote from Charles Spurgeon who said, “Wash your face every morning in a bath of praise.”  He was referring to having a grace perspective or viewpoint every day of your life.  The Simple Truth is that, as one writer put it, “Gratitude is the king of all virtues.”  “It unlocks the fullness of life, turning what we have into enough and more.”  A grace perspective, which reminds us that God always is working things together for our good, is what denial into acceptance, chaos into order, confusion into clarity, a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend.  Just knowing that God sees and knows the BIG picture, helps us to make sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a clear vision for tomorrow.  This is what causes us to Praise Him In Advance and Bless His Name!

It’s interesting that in the history of the Christian Church, some of our greatest Hymns have come in the darkest moments, such as wars, plagues, persecution, and despair. The Psalms are filled with them.  But should we really need a crisis to live more praise-oriented lives?  One of the reasons God puts us in tough situations or allows us to pass through them is to give us an oppor-tunity to Develop The Perspective of Praise.  Think about the muted multitude that watched in stunned disbelief as the powerful surge of the Red Sea waters rolled back to save them and give safe passage on dry ground and later saved them by destroying the enemy that pursued them.  Now with the terror over, the enemy gone, and the night past, the breaking of day causes them to erupt from a volcano of emotion into the first recorded song in Scripture, a glorious celebration of God’s deliverance.  God desires that we keep a song of praise in our hearts regardless of the circumstances.  We must remember who he is and our relationship with Him.  Let’s take a look.
CLOSE:

If you’ve ever flown in an airplane and at times taken off during stormy weather; there may have been strong winds, and lighting, which comes with a violent storm.  But have you ever noticed how bright, sunny, and magnificent the atmosphere is when the pilot begins to climb to higher heights and breaks through the clouds?  That is exactly what God is attempting to do with our spiritual lives when we encounter spiritually inclement or stormy weather.  Just as that eagle, the prophet Isaiah talks about in 40:31, God wants you use the new power and strength you have in your wings, developed from exercising your faith, to rise above the storm and to use the storms wind to draft or draw you closer to the High ground of God in Christ Jesus!  Now that’s where you get the power for your praise!  Enjoy the flight as you invite others turn their protest into praise! RSR B!
SERIES: 



THE RED SEA RULES

LESSON 8: 
     CALCULATED TEST, TO RECEIVE GOD’S BEST
Text: 


      Matthew 8:23-27 (Exodus 14:23-31)
Introduction:  

We all have much to be thankful for when we look back over our lives to what God has brought us through, and how He is able and continues to keep us in the palm of His hand day by day, moment by moment.  What’s even more amazing is how we still have a tendency to doubt His ability and motivation to do the same thing tomorrow.  We too, would be wise to utter the prayer, “Lord, help my unbelief.”  This extremely enlightening series, The Red Sea Rules, based on a historical Biblical event, written into book form by author Robert J. Morgan, begs the question, Do You Trust God With Your Life?  When you consider that He’s already done the most for you by making provision for your eternal destiny through offering the very life of His Son Jesus Christ, certainly it stands to reason that He has “Calculated” and made provision for your every need in time.  But as one person stated, “Conversion is the miracle of the moment, maturing takes a lifetime.”  E.E. Cummings said, “It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are.”  As members of the RFG, that means to learn to “Embrace God’s Grace.”  This attitude requires Repentance regarding who God is, Resistance to sin through the habitual FGH, and Renewal of our minds daily by MBDIS.  The result will be RSR #9 and coming to the realization that “Peace is not lack of crisis, but the presence of Christ.”  We will be able to remember what we often forget, that “God’s provision is found in His promises and God’s wealth is found in His word.”
Even the great missionary of old, Hudson Taylor said, “ I know that He tries me only to increase my faith.”  We must not forget, not only is God our lifeline, He is also our “sunshine.”  Sunshine that we can take with us wherever we go.  Considering the times in which we live, His forecast for is persistent “sunshine on a cloudy day.”  We may not always know why allows problems in our lives, but we do know that He intends to accelerate our spiritual growth, heighten our awareness that He’s standing by, and He is giving us an opportunity to trust Him.  You see, “A faith that can’t be tested can’t be trusted.”  This is why we often must pray, “Lord help my unbelief.”  The author mentions another historical event in his book, but from the 21st century, local to our state.
He recounts a horrific incident that occurred in Ft. Worth, Tx. inside the Wedgewood Baptist Church during a youth rally, whereby a gunman burst in and killed several people, including 14 yr. old Cassie Griffin.  Several days later a very unique story ran regard to a brief account of her life and her penchant to collect frog figurines, frog trinkets, frog jewelry, etc.  According to her parents, the word FROG summarized her philosophy, Fully Rely On God, an apt definition of Faith.
CLOSE:
You see when you view your current crisis as a faith builder for the future, you are simply remembering and claiming God’s promises in every situation in your life.  Based on those pro-mises you come to the Biblical conclusion that God has the power and the desire to do what He has promised.  Why?  Because He loves you and wants the best for you everyday. B-Blessed/DLYLND.
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