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SERIES: 



THE ESSENCE OF GOD

LESSON 5:



GOD IS LOVE

TEXT: 



1 John 4:7-12
Memory Verse—“But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8 (NASB)
Definition:  God is a person. He has attributes which reveal Who and What He is.  

His essence is what He is, in other words, His intrinsic nature or character.
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1 John 4.8 "The one who
does not love does not
know God, for God is
Love.”
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THE LOVE OF GOD

1. God is eternal and therefore has unchangeable love in the same quantity and quality

     as He had billions of years ago. God’s love remains the same (Jeremiah 31:3).
2. God is love. Love is God putting value on mankind and reaching out to man by God

    the Father sending His Son to the cross to die for our sins (John 3:16; Romans 5:8).

3. God in His Sovereignty decided to treat man in grace, an expression of His love.

    (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5)

4. Righteousness and Justice stood in the way of Love because sin was a barrier between 

    God and man. Righteousness cannot have fellowship with sinful man (Isaiah 59:2).

5. Justice demanded a penalty for sin (Romans 6:23; John 3:36). For the unbeliever
    to reject the Love of God demonstrated by Christ is to be subject to His wrath.

6. No believer can be separated from the love of God (Psalm 37:24; Romans 8:38-39).

SERIES:   THE ESSENCE OF GOD; (L5) GOD IS LOVE

Text:
         1 John 4:7-12

Introduction:
The Love that is part of the essence of God, Agape, is nothing like the love that man produces.  God’s love is part of His eternal Being and therefore can never be increased, diminished, or changed.  Long before God created anything, love existed in the three persons of the Trinity.  The Father proved his love for His own holiness by sending His Son (John 3:16).  Only through His plan of Grace can divine personal love ever be extended
believers, who possess divine +R as a result of faith in Christ (1 John 3:16).  The Holy Spirit’s love is demonstrated in revealing salvation to the unbeliever by means of the Gospel (John 16:7-11) and comprehending Bible doctrine (1 Cor. 2:9-10).  The love that God extends to man is an impersonal love in the sense that it is not based on the goodness or integrity of the person who is the object of love, but on the goodness and integrity of God.
God does not love us because of who and what we are, but because of who He is.  The love of God extended to man is not an emotion or feeling (-H of Jesus Christ).  It is not casual; it is sacrificial.  God’s love is exemplified in John 3:16 and Romans 5:8.  God Himself was the initiator; He made the ultimate sacrifice not for those who were eager and ready to know and serve Him, but for those in rebellion to Him, His enemies.  If we come to understand the love of God, we know that no matter how lonely or isolated or forsaken we may feel, God still loves us.  If God is love, then whatever happens to us is an expression of His love (Eph. 2:4-5; 1 John 3:1; 4:16).
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