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SERIES:


THE ESSENCE OF GOD

LESSON 3: 

GOD IS HOLY/RIGHTEOUS
TEXT: 


Romans 4:1-5; 1:16-17
Memory Verse—“The Lord is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds.” “Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yes our God is compassionate.” Ps. 145:17; 116:5
Definition:  God is a person. He has attributes which reveal Who and What He is.

His essence is what He is, in other words, His intrinsic nature or character.
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Psalm 99.9 “Exalt the
Lord our God, and
worship at His holy
hill; for holy is the
Lord our God.”










       THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD

1. God is holy or absolute righteousness: Lev. 19:2b; Ps. 22:3; John 17:11; Rev. 4:8.
2.  God’s righteousness (+R) is free from sin: 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 1 John 1:5.
3.  Man is minus Absolute Righteousness (-R): Isa. 64:6; Rom. 3:10-12.
4.  The righteousness of God is perfect, so that His character and person are perfect. The 
      key to personality is righteousness: Deut. 32:4b; Ps. 7:9; John 17:25a; Rom. 10:3.

5.  God demands the same righteousness in His creatures that He has. God’s righteous-
      ness rejects human standards of self-righteousness: Isa. 64:6; Rom. 3:23; Titus 3:5.

6.  God is +R in His attitudes and His actions: 2 Sam. 22:31; Dan. 9:14; Rev. 19:2.
7.  God’s righteousness was satisfied with Christ’s work on the cross on behalf of sinful 

     man, therefore the meeting place for God and man is the cross. This is the place 

     where God’s +R is imputed or credited to man making him eligible to have an eternal 

     relationship with God the Father through God the Son: 2 Cor. 5:21; John 14:6; 
     Rom. 5:6.

SERIES:  THE ESSENCE OF GOD;  (L3): GOD IS HOLY/RIGHTOUS

Text:
        Romans 4:1-5; 1:16-17

Introduction: 

In our study we must always realize first and foremost, that everything that God does or sponsors comes from His essence, from who and what He is.  From sustaining the universe to blessing believers, everything God does is based on the attributes of His essence.  Before you can appreciate what God gives you or the fact that He “longs to be gracious to you and have compass-sion on you” as per Isa. 30:18, you must first come to appreciate God Himself. His actions always involve His entire person.  The attributes of God’s Character and Integrity always work together, but before we can understand their combined operation, we must first understand them individu-ally.  Because He never compromises either aspect of His essence we can rest in His person. +R pertains to each member of the Trinity/Godhead: In John 17:25, Jesus prayed. “O righteous Father.” The Son is declared to be holy in Luke 1:35 & Heb. 7:26 and w/o sin in 2Cor. 5:21.  Finally the very name of the Holy Spirit reveals this facet of His character.  
God is absolute righteousness, perfect goodness.  It is impossible for Him to do anything wrong.  He is holy and free from sin or wrong.  He is guiltless.  God is absolutely righteous in both His person (Js. 1:17; 1 Jn.1:5) and in His ways (Rom. 3:25-26).  He cannot look upon or have fellow-ship with that which is less than absolute +R.  Because He is perfect and right, His plan is perfect and right.  We need to grasp that “you can only do a right thing in a right way.”  When He reveals His plan, He intends for us to follow it.  If we understand this, then we will realize that whatever He allows in our lives is perfect because it is part of his perfect plan (Rom. 8:28) and His perfect person.  If we come to know that He can never make a mistake with us, we can be thankful in all things (1 Thess. 5:18; Ps. 16:11).
CLOSE:
As stated earlier from Isa. 30:18, God wants to bless us, but often he can’t if we don’t chose +R living over worldly living.  Even more heartbreaking are those who deny His blessing because they refuse to have a relationship with Him due to their error of depending on their on self-righteous-ness instead of God’s perfect +R (Isa. 64:6; Eph. 2:9).  Some believe Satan’s lie that their past sins
will not allow them to come before God, that also is a form of arrogance.  Jesus paid for it all on Calvary.  Where any opportunity remains to bring you into His kingdom He will exploit it for your advantage, but He will not compromise His essence.  You must accept His pardon through His Son Jesus Christ so that He can impute/credit His +R to your account.  At the point of salva-tion you will be added to the most exclusive relationship in the universe (w/GF/GS/GHS).  Now is the time to take a step from the darkness of self-righteousness into the light of God’s +R). 
Seek Him while He can be found!  Amen.
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