Fountain of Faith Baptist Church         713.270.4567      9999 Westheimer   Westchase Hilton Hotel

SERIES: 


THE ESSENCE OF GOD      
LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION: THE CHARACTER OF GOD

TEXT: 
    Isaiah 55:8-9; Proverbs 3:5-6; Psalm 91:14

Memory Verse—Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the Lord.  Jer. 9:23-24
Definition:  God is a person. He has attributes which reveal Who and What He is. His essence is what He is, or in others words, His intrinsic nature or character.
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     FIVE OF GOD’S TEN DIVINE ATTRIBUTES
1. Sovereignty. God is the Supreme Being of the universe (Heb. 6:13), therefore the 

    Highest King (Ps. 47:7; 115:3).
2. Righteousness. God is absolute righteousness. He has no sin, nor has he ever sinned

    (Ps. 145:17; Isa. 45:21; Rom. 3:26).

3. Justice. God is just and cannot be unfair (2 Chron. 19:7; Zeph. 3:5; Nahum 1:3).

4. Love. God is love. Love is God putting value on mankind and reaching out to man 

    (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8). Love is the motivation for grace (1 John 4:7-19; Lam. 3:21-24).

5. Eternal Life. God is eternal life, which has neither beginning nor end (Ps. 90:2). 
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      THE ESSENCE OF GOD
LESSON 1:  Introduction:  The Character of God

Text: 

  Jeremiah 9:23-24; Isaiah 55:8-9; Proverbs 3:5-6; Psalm 91:14
Introduction:   The apostle Paul subordinated, subjected everything in his life to one goal: “that I may know Him” (Phil. 3:10). The greatest of all apostles counted everything in life as skor, “dung”, waste, excrement, compared to the “surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord (Phil. 3:8).  There is no higher knowledge in life than the knowledge of God.  It is God’s desire that we understand Him and that this understanding give us confidence in Him and courage toward man and circum-stances.  This is how the Christians can seize the opportunity to become conquers like the heroes of faith listed in Hebrews 11 because they were able to see Him who was unseen (Heb. 11:27).  As we learn to concentrate our thoughts on the essence and the attributes of God rather than ourselves and our circumstances, we gradual-ly come to realize that we could not possibly have a problem that He cannot solve.  We begin to understand that we do not always have to know what God is doing; we only have to know that He knows what He is doing.  
In Psalm 50:15, God said to David, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you.” Can we rely upon Him to do that? It is important for followers of Jesus Christ to understand that He is not only able, but trustworthy to fulfill every single promise in Scripture, even if we cannot fathom why God would allow certain situa-tions to occur in our lives.  Satan wants to undermine our faith by frequently taking advantage of Christians when trouble arises by using his inside agent, the OSN to question God’s motives.  If we understand God’s character we can better put our circumstances in perspective.  Divine Essence is the description of the characteristics which belong to all three members of the Godhead. Although the word TRINITY is not found in Scripture it best expresses the threefold personality of God. All three persons are mentioned in Isa. 48:16; Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; and 1 Pet. 1:2.
To try to comprehend the Doctrine of the Trinity or the Doctrine of Divine Essence by either rationalism (perception through reason) or empiricism (reality based on sensory perception, what see, touch, taste, hear, and smell) will inevitably result in rejection. They must be accepted on the authority of the Word of God!  Faith perception is reality based on the confidence in the authority or veracity, truth of another.  The Bible tells us that “we walk by faith, not by sight” (1 Cor. 5:7).  Furthermore, in Heb. 10:38 it says “But My righteous one (the just) shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.  Oswald Chambers

Stated: “Faith is the deliberate confidence in the character of whose ways you may not

understand at the time.”  Our comfort is found in Isa. 55:8-9 and John 14:6. See H/O
SERIES:  


     THE ESSENCE OF GOD
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Text: 

 Jeremiah 9:23-24; Isaiah 55:8-9; Proverbs 3:5-6; Psalm 91:14

Proverbs 3:5-6> See Bible Doctrine Study Guide Notes

Psalm 91:14> Commentary

CLOSE:
Your life is not a result of random chance, fate, or luck.   God is vitally concerned about every detail of your life and He has a master plan specifically for you.  It all begins with you establishing a relationship with Him.  God the Father has already reached out to man by sending His Son Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ has demonstrated His love for us by dying on the cross as our substitute and the Holy Spirit is knock-ing on the door of your soul at this moment to give you a clear view of the Gospel if you are an unbeliever in need of the Savior.  For the believer God is saying you need to come to know Him better, understanding that He is always true to his character and regardless of what you may be facing He is working all things together for your good “if” you let go of those feelings of frustration, anxiety, and doubt and simply rely on, trust in THE CHARACTER OF GOD. 






AMEN
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